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What unit of measure provides the best estimate? Justify your answer.

1. A quarter is about 2 thick because

it is about 2 times the thickness of a dime

2. A pen is about 12 long because

it is about 12 times the width of a fiernail

3. A tissue has a mass of about 10 because

it has about 10 times the mass of a ve small insect

4. A brick has a mass of about 1 because

it has about the same mass as a textbook

5. A cereal bowl has a capacity of about 500 because

it has the capaci of about 500 drops of water

6. Mia filled a pail with water. What benchmark should she 
use for the capacity of the pail?

blender containers

7. Estimate the length of the spoon to the nearest centimeter.

10 centimeters

millimeters

kiloram

millirams

centimeters

millimeters
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Practice A
Understanding Metric Units of Measure9-2

LESSON

What unit of measure provides the best estimate? Justify your answer.

1. A nickel is about 2 thick because it is about 2 times

the thickness of a dime

2. A pencil is about 15 long because it is about 15 times

the width of a fingernail

3. A box of tissues has a mass of about 10 because it 
has the mass of about 10

large paper clips

4. A plant has a mass of about 3 because it 
has a mass of about 3

textbooks

5. A soda bottle has a capacity of about 1 because it has 
a capacity of about 1

blender container

6. Andrew filled a tablespoon with water. What benchmark
should he use for the capacity of the tablespoon?

drop of water

7. Estimate the length of the piece of string to the nearest centimeter.

10 centimeters

liter

kilograms

grams

centimeters

millimeters
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Possible answers are given.
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What unit of measure provides the best estimate? Justify your answer.

1. A quarter is about 2 thick because

it is about 2 times the thickness of a dime

2. A pen is about 12 long because

it is about 12 times the width of a fingernail

3. A tissue has a mass of about 10 because

it has about 10 times the mass of a very small insect

4. A brick has a mass of about 1 because

it has about the same mass as a textbook

5. A cereal bowl has a capacity of about 500 because

it has the capacity of about 500 drops of water

6. Mia filled a pail with water. What benchmark should she 
use for the capacity of the pail?

2 blender containers

7. Estimate the length of the spoon to the nearest centimeter.

9 centimeters

milliliters

kilogram

milligrams

centimeters

millimeters
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Possible answers are given.
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Practice C
Understanding Metric Units of Measure9-2

LESSON

What unit of measure provides the best estimate? Justify your answer.

1. A bedroom rug is about 3 wide because

it is about 3 times the the width of a single bed

2. A carrot has a mass of about 10 because

it has about 10 times the mass of a large paper clip

3. A dog’s bowl has a capacity of about 350 because

it has the capacity of about 350 drops of water

4. Tina is estimating the length of a sticky note. She gets an 
estimate of about 4 . Which benchmark was Tina 
most likely using: the thickness of a penny, the width of her 
thumbnail, or the length of her fist?

centimeters; the width of her thumbnail

5. George is estimating the mass of a baseball. He gets an 
estimate of about 400 . Which benchmark was George 
most likely using: the mass of a quarter, the mass of a computer, 
or the mass of a flea?

grams; the mass of a quarter

6. Estimate the length of the envelope to the nearest centimeter.

8 centimeters

?

?

milliliters

grams

meters

.

.

.

Possible answers are given.
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9-2
LESSON

The metric system of measurement uses millimeters, centimeters,
decimeters, meters, and kilometers to measure length, width,
distance, and height.

• Use millimeters to measure objects that are a few 
thicknesses of a dime.

• Use centimeters to measure objects that are a few widths of a
fingernail.

• Use decimeters to measure objects that are a few widths of a CD
case.

• Use meters to measure objects that are a few widths of a single
bed.

• Use kilometers to measure distances that are a few distances
around a city block.

Write millimeters, centimeters, decimeters, meters, or kilometers.

1. Your arm is about 3 long.

2. An ant is about 5 long.

The metric system of measurement uses milligrams, grams, and
kilograms to measure mass.

• Use milligrams to measure objects that have a mass of a few very
small insects.

• Use grams to measure objects that have a mass of a few large
paper clips.

• Use kilograms to measure objects that have a mass of a few
textbooks.

Write milligrams, grams, or kilograms.

3. A ruler has a mass of about 5 .

4. A kitten has a mass of about 2 .

The metric system of measurement uses milliliters and liters to
measure capacity.

• Use milliliters to measure objects that have a capacity of a few
drops of water.

• Use liters to measure objects that have a capacity of a few blender
containers.

Write milliliters or liters.

5. A fish bowl has a capacity of about 7 .

6. A soup spoon has a capacity of about 20 .milliliters
liters

kilograms
grams

millimeters
decimeters
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