
13.2 Feudalism in Europe 

Feudalism, a political and economic system based 
on land-holding and protective alliances, emerges in 
Europe. 



Connector 

Feudalism was a system in which 

personal loyalty and mutual 

obligation (duties) were important.  

Ex. Parent and child responsibility  

Give a few examples of  where these 

factors are important today 



Invaders Attack Western Europe 

 The Vikings Invade from the 
North 

 Warlike Vikings raid Europe 
from Scandinavia 

 Viking long ships sail in shallow 
water, allowing raids inland 

 Sail in 3 feet of  water 

 Fit 300 men/70 oars/Fast 

 Eventually, many Vikings adopt 
Christianity and become 
farmers/cease fighting 
 



A sketch of a Viking longboat 



Invaders Attack Western Europe 

 Magyars and Muslims Attack from the East and South 

 Magyars (Hungarian nomads) invade western Europe in late 
800s.  Attacked West/came from East 

 Muslims strike north from Africa.  Attack France and Italy 

 Viking, Magyar, Muslim invasions cause widespread disorder, 
suffering 
 



Feudalism Terms 

Lord/Noble – Landowner who 

can give away part of  land in 

exchange for services from 

knights 

  Rich people that inherited land from parents.  

In reality, this is actually the king’s land.  



Fief 

Land granted to somebody by a 

lord in exchange for an obligation 



Vassal 

 Definition: Person receiving a fief 

 People who are vassals: 

1. Lord (receive land from King/must let serfs 

live on land) 

2. Bishops (receive land from Pope) 

3. Knights (receive land from Lords.  Must 

protect serfs and lords 

4. Serfs are not vassals.  They do not own their 

own land 





A New Social Order: 

Feudalism 
 Social Classes Are Well Defined 

 Medieval feudal system classifies people into three social groups 

 those who fight: nobles and knights 

 those who pray: monks, nuns, leaders of  the Church 

 those who work: peasants 

 Social class is usually inherited; majority of  people are peasants 

 Most peasants are serfs—people lawfully bound to place of  birth 

 Never go more than 25 miles from lord’s lands 

 Serfs aren’t slaves (not bought and sold), but what they 
produce belongs to their lord 
 



Manors: The Economic Side of  Feudalism 

 The Lord’s Estate 

 The lord’s estate, a 
manor, has an economic 
system (manor system) 

 Serfs and free peasants 
maintain the lord’s 
estate, give grain 

 The lord provides 
housing, farmland, 
protection from bandits 
 





Manors: The Economic Side of  Feudalism 

 A Self-Contained World 

 Medieval manors include 

lord’s house, church, 

workshops, village 

 Manors cover a few square 

miles of  land, are largely self-

sufficient 

 



Manors: The Economic Side of  Feudalism 

 The Harshness of  Manor 
Life 

 Peasants pay taxes to use mill 
and bakery; pay a tithe to 
priest 

 Tithe—a church tax—is equal 
to one-tenth of  a peasant’s 
income 

 Lived in two room cottage 



EPIC RAP BATTLES OF HISTORY 

Genghis Khan v. Easter Bunny 



Rules to Debate Procedure 

 Lords Captain (1 min) 

 Serfs Captain (1 min) 

 Timeout (1 minute) 

 Captain’s Crossfire (2 minute time limit) 

 5 on 5 Lords v. Serfs (30 seconds each) 

 Grand Crossfire (anybody)  

 Timeout (30 s) 

 Last Shot Lords/Serfs 

 



Rules 

Be clear, loud enough, and 

concise 

Did you use facts, have good 

delivery, avoid slang and poor 

grammar? 

Were you respectful to your 

opponents? 



Crossfire Instructions 

 Captain Crossfire (Rebuttal) – The crossfire rules are as 

follows.  Serfs start first. Both speakers have the floor and 

may ask and answer questions during the two minute period.  

 Two students on each side can cover for the captain 

 You can interrupt, ask questions, and deflect questions 

 Not enough to say you’re wrong. Tell them why! Prove it. 

 Grand Crossfire (Rebuttal) – Anybody from both teams can 

make an argument, ask questions of  the opposition, deflect 

questions, etc. 

 Last Shot – One person frames the final parting shot! Bam! 



Connector 

How do you win an 

argument? Explain… 



How to Argue 



11/18 Connector 

What did you learn about the Lords versus 

Serfs debate? What could have improved 

the debate? 

 

What do you know about castles? 

 Think about cultural significance, 

architecture, defense, etc.  



 

13.3 The Age of  Chivalry 

 

The code of  chivalry for knights glorified both combat 

and romantic love. 



CONNECTOR 

 Chivalry has shaped modern ideas of  

romantic love.  Where are these ideas 

expressed today? 

 Is chivalry dead? 

 A 2010 Harris poll found that 80 percent 

of  Americans think that women are 

treated with less chivalry today than in the 

past 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2010/aug/16/poll-shows-mixed-feelings-about-feminism/


Pick 3 Root Causes 

Castles were being built because…. 

1. So the King/lords could have more money/power; 

protecting serfs was secondary 

2. To primarily protect the serfs 

3. To protect their the greatness of the kingdom and 

defend their land 

4. So all parties could mutually benefit from protection of 

castles; the fall of the Frankish empire enabled chaos 

and disorder, which created the feudal system 

 

 

 



Sec. 3 The Age of  Chivalry 

GOALS TODAY 

 Discuss the technology, standards and training of  

knights 

 Analyze how medieval literature depicts chivalry, 

knighthood, and women 

 Summarize the roles and status of  medieval women 

 



 The Technology of  

Warfare Changes 

 Leather saddle and stirrups 

enable knights to handle 

heavy weapons 

 Kept human mounted on 

horse, and allowed them to 

use heavier weapons 

 In 700s, mounted knights 

become most important part 

of  an army 

 

Technology: 

Warriors on Horseback 



Armor 

Chainmail 

Plate Armor 

Gambeson, a padded jacket worn 

alone or in combination with 

chainmail 



The Warrior’s Role in Feudal 

Society 

 By 1000s, western Europe is 

a battleground of  warring 

nobles 

 Feudal lords raise private 

armies of  knights 

 Knights rewarded with 

fiefs; provides income for 

needed weapons 

 Knights use other activities 

help train them for combat Ightham Mote, a 14th-century 

moated manor house in Kent, 

England 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:IMote.jpg


Knighthood and the 

Code of  Chivalry 
 The Code of  Chivalry 

 By 1100s knights obey a 

code of  chivalry—a set of  

ideals on how to act 

 Protect three things: 

 They are to protect weak 

and poor; serve feudal lord, 

God, chosen lady 

Ideal Knight: Loyal, brave, courteous 

Most never lived up to these standards; 

treated lower classes brutally 



“The Accolade” 

(right, 1901)  and “Godspeed” 

 (1900, below) by  

Edmund Blair Leighton 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d3/Leighton-God_Speed!.jpg


Knight’s Training 
 Boys begin to train for 

knighthood at age 7; usually 
knighted at 21 

 Page – Age 7, sent off  to live 
with another lord to wait on 
lords, learn chess, start 
training 

 Squire – Age 14, Knight’s 
assistant, train, fight 

 Knights gain experience in 
local wars and 
tournaments—mock battles 

 Charging of  each other- 
fierce and bloody (lance) 

 People watched them like 
gladiator games 







Windsor Castle 



Caerlaverock Castle in Scotland is 

surrounded by a moat. 



Leeds Castle, England 



Counterweight trebuchet at 

Château des Baux, France 



Section 3  Video 

Discussion Questions 

 1. How much does the counterweight 

weigh? 

 

 2. What is the key to making sure the 

trebuchet works? 

 

 3. How far can the trebuchet fire a cannon 

ball or any projectile? 



How a Trebuchet Works 



Medieval 

mangonel, a 

type of  

catapult 



Replica battering ram 

at Château des Baux, 

France  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Battering_ram.jpg


Medieval 

moveable 

siege tower 



The Literature of  Chivalry 

 Themes: downplayed brutality 
of knighthood and warfare, 
idealized castle life, glorified 
knighthood and chivalry 

 Epic Poetry 

 Epic poems recount a hero’s 
deeds and adventures 

 Song of  Roland- famous 

 About a warrior named 
Roland in Charlemagne’s 
army who is brave and refuses 
help but dies 



Love Poems and Songs 

 Knights’ duties to ladies are 

as important as those to 

their lords 

 Troubadours—traveling 

poet-musicians—write and 

sing short verses 

 Wrote love songs 

 Disappointments 

 Lovesick knights 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9d/Perdigon_with_fiddle,_reversed.PNG


Women’s Role in Feudal 

Society 
 Status of  Women (Average woman) 

 According to the Church and 

feudal society, women were 

inferior to men 

 Roles limited to home and convent 

 Endless labor, bearing children, 

taking care of  families 

 Women’s role declined in 

feudalism  



Women in Power 

 Noblewomen 

 Can inherit land, defend 

castle, send knights to war on 

lord’s request 

 Played key role in defending 

castles: hurled rocks, fired 

arrows 

 Usually confined to activities 

of  the home or convent 

 Passed down land to sons, not 

daughters 

 



Convents provided women in the middle ages an alternative to 

married life. Childbirth was often deadly for women, so becoming a 

nun was a respectable and perhaps attractive alternative. 



13.4 Power of  the 

Church Connector 
 In the M.A., religious leaders expressed opinions 

about politics.  What political issues do religious 

leaders express opinions on today? 

 

 A. Wars, terrorism, poverty, constitutional issues 

such as school prayer.  (Pope Francis, Jorge 

Bergolgio – 266th Pope – Argentina) 


