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"A DANGEROUS GUY INDEED" 
DAMON RUNYON 
 
 IT IS MAYBE A MATTER OF THIRTY-FIVE YEARS AGO 
THAT A YOUNG FELLOW BY THE NAME OF MORGAN JOHNSON 
COMES TO MY OLD HOME TOWN AND STARTS IN LIVING THERE. 
 IN THOSE DAYS BACK IN MY OLD HOME TOWN IT IS NOT 
CONSIDERED POLITE TO ASK A MAN WHERE HE COMES FROM, 
AND AS MORGAN JOHNSON NEVER MENTIONS THE PLACE 
HIMSELF, NOBODY EVER KNOWS. FURTHER MORE, HE NEVER 
TELLS MUCH OF ANYTHING ABOUT HIMSELF OUTSIDE OF THIS, SO 
HE IS CONSIDERED SOMETHING OF A MYSTERY. 
 HE IS A. HARD-LOOKING CITIZEN IN MANY RESPECTS, 
WHAT WITH HAVING A SCAR ACROSS HIS NOSE, AND A PAIR OF 
BLACK EYEBROWS WHICH RUN RIGHT TOGETHER, AND BLACK 
HAIR, AND BLACK EYES, AND A WAY OF LOOKING AT PEOPLE, 
AND THE FIRST TIME HE GOES DOWN SANTA FE AVENUE 
THIRTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, SOMEBODY OR OTHER SAYS:  
 "THERE IS A VERY DANGEROUS MAN." 
 WELL, THE NEXT TIME MORGAN JOHNSON GOES DOWN 
SANTA FE AVENUE, SOMEBODY WHO HEARS WHAT IS SAID 
ABOUT HIM THE FIRST TIME SAYS TO SOMEBODY ELSE: 
 "THERE IS CERTAINLY A VERY DANGEROUS MIN."  
 BY AND BY EVERYBODY WHO SEES MORGAN 
JOHNSON WITH THE SCAR ACROSS, HIS NOSE, AND HIS BLACK 
EYES, AND ALL, SAYS:  
  ''THERE IS A DANGEROUS MAN."  
 FINALLY IT IS WELL KNOWN TO ONE AND ALL BACK IN 
MY OLD HOME TOWN THAT MORGAN JOHNSON IS A 
DANGEROUS MAN, AND EVERYBODY IS MOST RESPECTFUL TO 
HIM WHEN HE GOES WALKING UP AND DOWN AND AROUND AND 
ABOUT, LOOKING AT PEOPLE IN THAT WAY OF HIS. 
 IF HE HAPPENS INTO A SALOON WHERE AN ARGUMENT 
IS GOING ON, THE ARGUMENT COOLS RIGHT OFF. IF HE 
HAPPENS TO SAY ANYTHING, NO MATTER WHAT IT IS, 
EVERYBODY SAYS IT IS RIGHT, BECAUSE NATURALLY NOBODY 
WISHES ANY TRUCK

1
 WITH A DANGEROUS MAN. 

 THIS SCAR ON MORGAN JOHNSON'S NOSE SHOWS THAT 
HE HAS BEEN IN PLENTY OF TROUBLE SOMETIME OR OTHER, 
AND THE FACT THAT HE IS ALIVE AND WALKING UP AND DOWN 
IN MY OLD HOME TOWN OUT WEST SHOWS THAT HE CAN TAKE 
CARE OF HIMSELF.  
 HE NEVER STATES HOW HE COMES TO GET THIS SCAR, 
BUT FINALLY SOMEBODY SAYS THEY HEAR HE GETS IT IN A 
FIGHT WITH TEN VERY BAD MEN ONE NIGHT IN NEW YORK, ONE 
OF THEM ZIPPING A BULLET ACROSS HIS NOSE, AND THAT 
MORGAN JOHNSON FINALLY KILLS ALL TEN. 
 WHO STARTS THIS STORY NOBODY KNOWS, BUT 
MORGAN JOHNSON NEVER DENIES IT, EVEN WHEN THE NUMBER 
OF PARTIES HE KILLS GETS UP TO AS HIGH AS TWENTY. IN FACT 
MORGAN JOHNSON NEVER DENIES ANYTHING THAT IS SAID 
ABOUT HIM, BEING SOMETHING OF A HAND FOR KEEPING HIS 
MOUTH SHUT AND MINDING HIS OWN BUSINESS. 
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 WELL, SIR, HE LIVES IN MY OLD HOME TOWN OUT WEST 
FOR MANY, YEARS AND IS OFTEN POINTED OUT TO VISITORS TO 
OUR CITY BY CITIZENS WHO SAY: 
 ''THERE IS A VERY DANGEROUS MAN, INDEED." 
 BY THE TIME MORGAN JOHNSON IS GETTING ALONG 
TOWARD FIFTY YEARS OLD, SOME PEOPLE START SHIVERING 
THE MINUTE HE COMES IN SIGHT AND NEVER STOP SHIVERING 
UNTIL HE GOES ON PAST. 
 THEN ONE DAY WHAT HAPPENS BUT MORGAN 
JOHNSON IS GOING ALONG THE STREET WHEN A LITTLE OLD GUY 
BY THE NAME OF WHEEZER GAMBLE COMES STAGGERING OUT 
OF THE GREENLIGHT SALOON, THIS WHEEZER GAMBLE BEING 
NOTHING BUT A SHEEPMAN FROM DOWN ON THE HUERFANO 
RIVER. 
 HE IS CALLED WHEEZER BECAUSE HE WHEEZES MORE 
THAN SOME WHAT, ON ACCOUNT OF HAVING THE ASTHMA,2 AND 
HE IS SO OLD AND SO LITTLE THAT NOBODY EVER THINKS OF 
BOTHERING HIM EVEN THOUGH HE IS NOTHING BUT A SHEEP 
MAN. HE COMES TO TOWN ONCE A MONTH TO GET HIS POTS 
ON,3 AND THIS DAY HE STAGGERS OUT OF THE GREENLIGHT IS 
THE FIRST OF THE MONTH. 
  THE WHISKEY THEY SELL IN THE GREENLIGHT SALOON 
IS VERY POWERFUL WHISKEY AND OFTEN MAKES PEOPLE WISH 
TO FIGHT WHO NEVER THINK OF FIGHTING BEFORE IN THEIR LIFE, 
ALTHOUGH, OF COURSE, NOBODY EVER FIGURES IT IS 
POWERFUL ENOUGH TO MAKE A SHEEPMAN FIGHT. BUT WHAT 
DOES WHEEZER GAMBLE DO WHEN HE SEES MORGAN 
JOHNSON BUT GRAB, MORGAN BY THE COAT, TO HOLD 
HIMSELF UP, AND SAY TO MORGAN LIKE THIS: 
 "SO YOU ARE A DANGEROUS. MAN, ARE YOU?" 
 WELL, EVERYBODY WHO SEES THIS COME OFF FEELS 
VERY SORRY FOR POOR OLD WHEEZER BECAUSE THEY 
FIGURE MORGAN JOHNSON WILL CHEW HIM UP AT ONCE AND 
SPIT HIM OUT, BUT MORGAN ONLY BLINKS HIS EYES AND SAYS: 
  "WHAT?" 
 "THEY TELL ME YOU ARE A DANGEROUS MAN," 
WHEEZER SAYS. "I AM NOW ABOUT TO CUT YOU OPEN WITH MY 
JACKKNIFE AND SEE WHAT IT IS THAT MAKES YOU 
DANGEROUS." 
 AT THIS HE LETS GO MORGAN'S COAT AND OUTS WITH 
A BIG JACKKNIFE, WHICH IS AN ARTICLE HE USES IN 
CONNECTION WITH COOKING AND SKINNING DEAD SHEEP AND 
ONE THING AND ANOTHER, AND OPENS IT UP TO CARVE 
MORGAN JOHNSON. 
 BUT MORGAN JOHNSON DOES NOT WAIT TO BE 
CARVED. THE MINUTE HE SEES THIS KNIFE HE TURNS AROUND 
AND HAULS IT, WHICH IS A WAY OF SAYING HE LEAVES. 
FURTHERMORE, HE LEAVES ON A DEAD RUN, AND 
EVERYBODY SAYS THAT IF HE IS NOT A FAST RUNNER THAT 
DAY, HE WILL DO UNTIL A FAST ONE COMES ALONG. 
  
 
2. ASTHMA: SICKNESS CHARACTERIZED BY DIFFICULTY IN BREATHING ACCOMPANIED BY A WHEEZING   
                 SOUND.  
3. GET HIS POTS ON: GET DRUNK 
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OF COURSE, WHEEZER GAMBLE CANNOT CHASE HIM VERY 
FAR, BEING OLD, AND ALSO DRUNKER THAN SOMEWHAT, AND 
MORGAN JOHNSON NEVER STOPS UNTIL HE IS PLUMB OUT OF 
TOWN. THE LAST ANYBODY SEES OF HIM HE IS STILL GOING IN 
THE DIRECTION OF DENVER, AND THE CHANCES ARE HE 
REACHES THERE, AS HE IS NEVER SEEN IN MY OLD HOME TOWN 
AGAIN. THEN IT COMES OUT THAT THE STORY ABOUT HIM BEING 
DANGEROUS IS BY NO MEANS TRUE, AND FURTHERMORE THAT 
HE DOES NOT KILL TEN MEN BACK IN NEW YORK OR ANY MEN 
WHATEVER. AS FOR THE SCAR ACROSS HIS NOSE BY A 
WOMAN WITH A HEAVY POCKETBOOK WHICH MORGAN 
JOHNSON IS TRYING TO PICK OFF HER ARM. 
 THE CHANCES ARE THIS STORY IS NO TRUER THAN THE 
STORY ABOUT HIM KILLING THE TEN MEN, BUT THAT IS THE 
STORY EVERYBODY BACK IN MY OLD HOME TOWN BELIEVES 
TO THIS DAY. 
 MY GRANDPAP OFTEN SPEAKS OF MORGAN 
JOHNSON AND SAYS IT GOES TO PROVE SOMETHING OR OTHER 
ABOUT HUMAN NATURE. MY GRANDPAP SAYS YOU CAN SAY A 
MAN IS A GOOD MAN OR A BAD MAN, AND IF YOU SAY IT 
OFTEN ENOUGH, PEOPLE WILL FINALLY BELIEVE IT, ALTHOUGH 
THE CHANCES ARE WHEN IT COMES TO A SHOWDOWN, HE IS NOT 
A GOOD, MAN OR A BAD MAN, AS THE CASE MAY BE. 
 MY GRANDPAP SAYS HE ALWAYS SUSPECTS MORGAN 
JOHNSON IS NOT A DANGEROUS MAN, BUT IF YOU ASK MY 
GRANDPAP WHY HE DOES NOT PROVE IT THE SAME AS 
WHEEZER GAMBLE, MY GRANDPAP SAYS LIKE THIS: 
 "WELL," HE SAYS. "YOU KNOW THERE IS ALWAYS THE 
CHANCE THAT HE MAY BE JUST WHAT THEY SAY. THERE IS 
ALWAYS THAT CHANCE, AND I AM NEVER ANY HAND FOR 
GOING AROUND TRYING TO BUST UP TRADITIONS IF THERE IS A 
CHANCE THEY MAY BE TRUE." 
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CONTENT QUESTIONS 
 

1. THIS STORY IS A REMEMBRANCE. IN 
OTHER WORDS, IT IS A STORY ABOUT 
SOMETHING THAT THE NARRATOR 
REMEMBERED FROM HIS PAST. HOW 
LONG AGO DID THE EVENT WHICH THE 
NARRATOR REMEMBERS TAKE 
PLACE? 

 
2. WHO IS THE PERSON THAT THE 

NARRATOR REMEMBERS? 
 

3. WHY DOESN'T ANYONE IN THE 
NARRATOR'S OLD HOME TOWN EVER 
ASK MORGAN JOHNSON ABOUT HIS 
PAST? 

 
4. WHY IS MORGAN JOHNSON 

CONSIDERED TO BE A MYSTERY? 
 

5. WHY IS MORGAN JOHNSON 
DESCRIBED AS A HARD-LOOKING 
CITIZEN?" 

  
6. WHEN MORGAN JOHNSON WALKS 

DOWN THE TOWN'S MAIN STREET 
(SANTA FE AVENUE), HOW DO PEOPLE 
DESCRIBE HIM? 

 
7. AS TIME GOES BY, HOW DO PEOPLE 

DESCRIBE MORGAN JOHNSON? 
 

8. HOW DO PEOPLE TREAT MORGAN 
JOHNSON? WHY DO THEY TREAT HIM IN 
THIS WAY? 

 
9. WHAT STORIES ARISE ABOUT MORGAN 

JOHNSON? 
 

10. WHAT DOES MORGAN JOHNSON HAVE 
TO SAY ABOUT ALL THESE STORIES? 

 
11. AS THE YEARS GO BY, HOW DO 

PEOPLE RESPOND TO MORGAN 
JOHNSON? WHY? 

 
12. WHO IS WHEEZER GAMBLE? GIVE 6-7 

FACTS ABOUT WHEEZER. 
 

13. WHY IS THE GREENLIGHT SALOON 
WELL-KNOWN IN THE NARRATOR'S OLD 
HOME TOWN? 

 
14. WHAT HAPPENS ONE DAY WHEN 

WHEEZER GAMBLE COMES OUT OF THE 
GREENLIGHT SALOON? (WHAT IS 
DONE? WHAT IS SAID?)  

 
15. WHAT DOES MORGAN JOHNSON DO 

WHEN WHEEZER GAMBLE CONFRONTS 
HIM? 

 
16. AFTER MORGAN JOHNSON LEAVES, 

WHAT NEW STORIES ARISE ABOUT HIM? 
 

17. WHICH STORIES ABOUT MORGAN 
JOHNSON ARE BELIEVED BY THE 
PEOPLE IN THE NARRATOR'S OLD 
HOME TOWN? 
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18. WHAT DOES THE NARRATOR'S 
GRANDPAP SAY ABOUT THE MORGAN 
JOHNSON SITUATION? 

 
19. WHAT DOES GRANDPAP SAY HE 

ALWAYS SUSPECTED ABOUT THE 
MORGAN JOHNSON SITUATION? 

 
20. WHY DOES GRANDPAP SAY HE 

DIDN'T TRY TO PROVE THAT MORGAN 
JOHNSON WASN'T REALLY A 
DANGEROUS MAN? 

 
 
INTERPRETATION QUESTIONS 
 

1. DOES THIS STORY TAKE PLACE IN A 
CITY, A SUBURB OR A SMALL TOWN? 
GIVE 5-6 REASONS TO SUPPORT 
YOUR THINKING. 

 
2.  WHAT KINDS OF THINGS OCCUR IN THE 

STORY THAT COULD ONLY OCCUR IN A 
SMALL TOWN? SUPPORT WHAT YOU 
HAVE TO SAY. 

 
3. WHAT TYPE OF PERSON IS MORGAN 

JOHNSON FOR REAL? HOW DO YOU 
THINK HE FEELS ABOUT HIMSELF? 
ABOUT OTHERS? 

 
4. HOW DO THE RUMORS ABOUT 

MORGAN JOHNSON ARISE? WHY 60 
THE RUMORS GROW AS · THE YEARS 
GO BY? (GIVE AS MANY REASONS AS 
YOU CAN THINK OF.) 

 
5. WHY ARE RUMORS SO POWERFUL? 

 
6. WHAT IS A STEREOTYPE? WHAT 

STEREOTYPES DO THE PEOPLE IN THE 
TOWN HOLD ABOUT MORGAN 
JOHNSON? ABOUT WHEEZER 
GAMBLE? SUPPORT YOUR ANSWERS 
WITH LINES FROM THE STORY. 

 
7. HOW DO YOU THINK MORGAN 

JOHNSON FEELS ABOUT THE RUMORS 
AND STEREOTYPING? EXPLAIN. 

 
8. WHAT OFTEN HAPPENS WHEN ONE SET 

OF RUMORS IS PROVED TO BE 
UNTRUE? (THINK ABOUT WHAT 
HAPPENS AFTER MORGAN LEAVES 
TOWN.) WHY DO YOU THINK THIS 
OCCURS?  

 
9. WHAT DOES GRANDPAP MEAN WHEN 

HE SAYS THAT THE MORGAN JOHNSON 
SITUATION "GOES TO PROVE 
SOMETHING OR OTHER ABOUT HUMAN 
NATURE?"  

 
10. WHAT IS THERE ABOUT HUMAN NATURE 

THAT CAUSES US TO LOVE RUMORS 
AND CREATE STEREOTYPES? 

 

 
 
       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

        



"A DANGEROUS GUY INDEED"  6OF7 
DAMON RUNYON 

11. WHAT DOES GRANDPAP MEAN BY 
THE LAST STATEMENT IN THE STORY'? 
(WHAT IS HUMAN NATURE? WHAT DOES 
THE MORGAN JOHNSON SITUATION 
PROVE ABOUT HUMAN NATURE'?) 

 
12. WHAT DOES GRANDPAP' S VERY 

LAST STATEMENT IN THE STORY 
REVEAL ABOUT HUMAN BEINGS? 

 
13. THIS STORY IS WRITTEN FROM A 

HUMOROUS POINT OF VIEW. GIVE SOME 
EXAMPLES OF THE HUMOR IN THE 
STORY. 

 
14. DESPITE THE HUMOR. THE STORY HAS 

SEVERAL SERIOUS MESSAGES. WHAT 
ARE SOME OF THESE SERIOUS 
MESSAGES? 

 
15. WHY IS IT DANGEROUS TO SPREAD 

RUMORS AND BELIEVE STEREOTYPES?  
 

16. WHO ARE THE   "DANGEROUS GUYS" 
IN THIS STORY'? 

 
 
APPLICATION QUESTIONS 
 

1. HOW MIGHT THIS STORY HAVE 
CHANGED IF IT HAD BEEN SET IN 
DETROIT DURING THIS YEAR INSTEAD 
OF IN THE SMALL TOWN OUT WEST 
MANY YEARS AGO?  

 
2. IMAGINE THAT MORGAN JOHNSON WAS 

A NEW GUY THAT CAME TO OUR 
SCHOOL. IMAGINE THAT HE LOOKED 
DIFFERENT, DRESSED DIFFERENT AND 
TALKED DIFFERENT FROM THE OTHER 
GUYS. WHAT RUMORS MIGHT GROW UP 
ABOUT HIM? WHAT STEREOTYPES 
MIGHT PEOPLE IMPOSE ON HIM?  

 
3. WHY DO YOU THINK PEOPLE START 

RUMORS? WHY IS RUMOR-MAKING 
HARMFUL?  

 
4. GIVE SOME EXAMPLES OF RUMORS 

THAT YOU'VE HEARD WHICH LATER 
PROVED TO BE UNTRUE. WHAT DOES 
THIS SHOW ABOUT HOW WE OUGHT TO 
LOOK AT RUMORS?  

 
5. HAVE YOU EVER STARTED A RUMOR 

ABOUT SOMEONE? (OR HAVE YOU 
BEEN A PART OF A GROUP THAT 
STARTED A RUMOR?) DESCRIBE THIS 
AND TELL WHAT THE RESULTS WERE. 

 
6. HAVE YOU EVER HAD A RUMOR 

STARTED ABOUT YOU? HOW DID YOU 
FEEL? WHAT DID YOU DO? WHAT WAS 
THE RESULT? 

 
7. WHY DO YOU THINK PEOPLE 

STEREOTYPE OTHERS? WHY IS 
STEREOTYPING HARMFUL? 
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8. WHAT GROUPS TEND TO BE 
STEREOTYPED IN OUR SOCIETY? IN 
WHAT WAYS? 

 
9. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN 

STEREOTYPED? IN WHAT WAY? WHY 
WERE YOU STEREOTYPED? HOW DID 
YOU FEEL? WHAT WERE THE RESULTS? 

 
10. WHAT ARE SOME SAD THINGS ABOUT 

HUMAN NATURE THAT YOU 
DISCOVERED FROM READING "A 
DANGEROUS GUY INDEED?" 

 
11. WHY DO YOU THINK DAMON RUNYON 

WROTE SO HUMOROUSLY ABOUT SUCH 
A SERIOUS TOPIC? (GIVE AS MANY 
REASONS AS YOU CAN THINK OF.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

        


